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The Importance of Travel Insurance 
 

Here are some travel insurance 0ps that will be useful should you decide to purchase travel 
insurance for your trip to Ireland.  
 

1. Be Prepared for the Unexpected 
A few months ago, none of us could have anticipated the current industrial action being 
taken by Aer Lingus pilots, but let’s face it, these things can happen. Other things like a 
sudden illness could also stop you in your tracks and interrupt your travel plans.  
 
In the case of the Aer Lingus situation, the airline is required to reimburse passengers as 
per EU Regulation 261/2014.  
 
In addition to protecting EU citizens, it also protects passengers who are coming from non-
EU countries like the US, Canada and others. If your flight is cancelled and you choose the 
re-route option that Aer Lingus gives you, you are entitled to “care and assistance” while 
you wait for your new flight. If that flight is not due to depart until the following day, Aer 
Lingus is obligated to cover your hotel accommodation and meals, as well as transportation 
between the airport and your hotel. 
 
You’ll find more information on the Irish Aviation Authority’s website.  
 
If you are flying to Ireland with a non-EU airline like Air Canada, American Airlines, Delta, Jet 
Blue, or United Airlines, those carriers may not be obligated to offer the same 
compensation under the EU directive if your travel is delayed (see more about travel delay 
coverage below). In that case, the purchase of a travel insurance policy is suggested.  
 
Always know the airlines that fly to Ireland by saving this PDF.  

2. Don’t Always Rely on Credit Card Insurance Coverage 
Review your credit card agreement to see exactly how much is covered under that credit 
card. Sometimes, it’s minimal such as protecting you if your luggage gets lost. You’ll get 
much broader coverage from a travel insurance provider.  
 

http://www.irelandonabudget.com/
https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/travel/passenger-rights/air/index_en.htm
https://www.iaa.ie/media/2024/06/19/iaa-issues-advice-for-passengers-affected-by-pilot-industrial-action-aer-lingus
https://irelandonabudget.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Airlines-That-Fly-into-Ireland-May-2024.pdf


3. Travel Delay Coverage 
Travel delays seem to be part and parcel of traveling these days. Many of those delays are 
caused by weather, mechanical problems or human error. A travel insurance policy may 
reimburse you for meals, hotels or transportation if the delay meets the criteria specified in 
the policy. If you book a flight to Ireland that includes a connecting flight from, say London’s 
Heathrow Airport to Ireland, you might want a policy that includes “missed connection” 
coverage.  
 
However, if you book one ticket that includes both flights each way, the airline has usually 
calculated in advance that you can make that connection, unless something foreseen 
happens. If, however, you book two separate flights with different airline carriers, then 
making the connection in a couple of hours is more difficult, especially if you must pick up 
your luggage and check in for the second flight. In that case, the “missed connection” 
coverage may be worth it.  
 
4. Lost Belongings Coverage 
If you are unfortunate to lose your luggage or your belongings are stolen on route to 
Ireland, a travel insurance policy’s “baggage delay and loss” benefits will protect you. You 
might want to take a photo of the contents of your luggage before you leave home in case 
this happens. If something is missing, be sure to document it and keep receipts if you 
want/need to replace those items. I routinely travel with an Apple Airtag in my checked 
luggage, which gives me peace of mind knowing where my luggage is while I travel and of 
course, it’s invaluable if your luggage goes astray.   

5. 24-Hour Emergency Assistance 
Most travel insurance providers offer a 24-hour assistance service in the case of 
emergencies. An agent can help if your items are lost and/or stolen, of if you need 
replacement prescription medication, medical referral services, and more.  

*For more information, go to Travel Insurance Master, a trusted partner of Ireland on a 
Budget.  

 

*The above links are affiliate links. You will not be charged extra for purchasing through them. 
However, it does enable me to make a small commission, which helps to fund the Ireland on a 
Budget website.  

 

https://amzn.to/3xNPZQj
https://travelinsurancemaster.com/a?5f140320-6475-4184-b81d-c5ae611d51e5
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